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College women value

30

equality in separateness

By Jocelyn Anderson
Corunata Nzws SEavice

EW YORK—Deb Roselli

helly fondly remembers

many late night con-

versations with girl-

friends in collegs. In the
dorms, in class, and around the
campus, they spent all their time
together Theyv had to

Keilly gradnated from Wheaton
College in 1986, the last vear it
was still a women's college.
Although she had to escape to
nearby Brown University to enjoy
the company of men, hel"’ Says
that today she would still
euncoulage her daughter to attend
a single-sex institution.

“Times have changed,” she said.
“And I hope that doosn't mean
women's colleges are obsolete”

Women's colleges, originally
founded because women could not

ttend other schools, are not vet

obsolete. In fact, they have
changed with the times and are
attracting substantial numbers ot
students even as critics quesiion
the need for single-sex education.
In many instances, women's
institutions are enjoying renewed
popularity.

“Women's colleges ar2 enjoying
a very positive place,” said Jad-
wiga Sebrechts, president of the
Women's College Coalition, based
in Washington, D.C. “They are
seen as models of how you can
give priority to certain popula-
tions.”

The number of women aliend-
ing single-sex schools has
increased 15 percent in the last
10 years. This .year, Mount Holy-
oke received 2,600 applicatians far
its fall class of 525—the most ever.
At Agnes Scott College in Georgzia,
administrators expect a fall

enrollment of 1,000 in the fall,-

double the population of five
vaars ago.

Even with these strong enroll-
ment increases, nmany single-sex
colleges have folded or become co-
cd over the years, so that the
percentage of wemen nationwide
afrpnding single-sex schaonls has
staved static at 1.5 percent.

Today 77 women's colleges exist

- in 23 states and Washington, D.C.

A decade agzo there were 84. In
1960, there were 300. Predomi-
nately private, liberal arts insiu-
tutions, more than half are located
in the Northcast. Most are affili
ated with a religion, and have
student bodies of fewer than 1,000
But why do peop!s chonse
single-sex scheols? Like small
schools in generzl, the women's
colleges get high marks for faculty-
student ratios and the leadsrship
opportunities they offer studants.
In addition to ha: ing high g*ad
uation rates, women's LU.:-E."‘b
ha. e pLUdU.(.Ed 3- per ce'x. cu

corp.~ra:a tars. }.1llar~ R\,d:u\m
Clinton, Ce 1dine Ferraro, Gloria
Stsinem and Alice Walker all
at:wmorl v. o:t er 'S colle.ses.

SZD«;QQI‘EZ{ er

L 0 ah -
women’s colieges.” said Chery!
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stand out.

That same aimosphere of
opportunity resanates with
teday's undergraduates. They glso
emphasize the homey environ.
ment.

" tion might be perceived to ‘bé}

‘Times have changed. And |
hope that doesn’t mean
women’s colleges are

obsolete.’
Deb Roselli Kelly
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“Mpyv first year I was hﬂ"mg ‘pro-
fessors call me in my dorm room
to chat about papers,” said Erica
Lutes, student body prﬂz,xdor't at
Mount Helvoke. “At the end of
each semester, we have barbncues
at their houses. It's so much more

intimate than other schools.”. ?

Senior Lia Shimada said she
had lacked confidence to speak
out in high school. but WeLeQ'lnx
College changed that. B

“A big thing has been that I
learned how to talk in class]’ she
said. “Wellesley encourages you to
find your voice hoth inside:and
outside of e¢lass.” Ter e
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But the single-sex environment
isn't for everyone. Women's- co’-
leges have higher attrition fafc..
than co ed schools, with many’ stu-
dents transferring out after.on
year, =

“There is a time In late ddU'le:-
cence, when girls are still tiying
to figwre out who they are,” said
Sebrechits. “They may worry
about what their sexual orienta-
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and fear being labeled a lesbian.
“Going with the flow of the Amer-
ican idea of colleg° is not gomg to
a women’'s college.” -

And so, about YU percent or
today's women's colleges offer
cross-registration programs with
nearby co-ed schools, allowing
women to mingle wilh e oppo-
sile sex butl also raising the ques-
tion of whether these are really
still women’'s institutions. School
administrators and faculty empha-
size the women-centersd environ-
ment. ’

“Gender-related, thers are men
in the classrooms, but thers are
probably more women in the sci-
ence and math courses,” com-
pared to what students find at a
co-ed school, said Sarah Smedley,
media relations manegzsr at Bryn
Mawr College in Pennsxivania.

Single-sex loy alists are many.
When Mills College trustees tried
to admit men to the Callfornia
campus 10 years ago, students
boycolted classes and blocked
campus butldings, shutting down
the school for two weeks. Su far,
they have manayged tu hold ol the
testosterone infiux,

Janet Jakobsen, director of ths
Bamard Center for Rasearch on

VWomen, said the DMilis sta'zc:off

was a turning point for women's
education, one that damonstrated
there is a contemporary place for
singie-sex colileges. Jakebsan
recalled her 0 Wwn experience at

Dartmoutsh Col eg“ flve years afier
1t began aCC:?_J{i‘l'- women in 19:2.
‘Loare wegrs three men for es ery

woman in c}a a3 tnen.

“It was a very unpleasant exps-
rience,” said Jakobsen. "It taught
me that co-education would never
be enough.-Bringing women. into
the classroom does not make them
equal.” i
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